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Town  of  Claresholm 

(Revised  November  1963) 

1.  LOCATION 

Section  26  - 12  - 27  - W4  in  Census  Division  No.  3.  This  location  is  79 
miles  south  of  Calgary  and  56  miles  northwest  of  Lethbridge  on  Highway  No. 
2 and  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  line,  Calgary  to  Fort  Macleod. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

3,392  feet  Latitude  - 50/02  Longitude  - 113/35 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer  - 63.7°  F. 

Average  winter  - 20.9°  F. 

Average  annual  - 42.8°  F. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 8.99  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 82.5  inches. 

Average  annual  precipitation  - 17.24  inches. 

(Note  - Section  3 and  4 taken  from  the  weather  station  at  Fort  Macleod.) 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  Town  of  Claresholm  is  underlain  by  sandstones  and  shales  of  Ter- 
tiary and  Upper  Cretaceous  age.  The  upper  Tertiary  rocks  are  terrestrial  in 
origin  and  the  Upper  Cretaceous  rocks  are  largely  marine.  Both  the  Tertiary 
and  Upper  Cretaceous  materials  dip  and  thicken  to  the  west.  The  entire  area 
is  mantled  with  a layer  of  glacial  materials  which  were  deposited  by  a southern 
moving  ice  sheet. 


6.  SOIL 

Claresholm  is  in  the  dark  brown  soil  zone. 

Vegetation  — 

Chiefly  mixed  grass  prairie.  The  grass  has  a denser  cover  and  taller 
growth  than  in  the  brown  zone. 

Soil  Profile  — 

In  the  normal  profile  the  surface  horizon  averages  about  7 inches  in 
depth  and  is  dark  brown  in  color.  The  sub-soil  is  brownish  in  color  and  the 
lime  horizon  is  usually  found  at  depths  of  18  to  24  inches  below  the  surface. 
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In  this  zone,  as  in  other  zones,  the  sub-soil,  having  received  some  fine  materials 
from  the  top  soil,  is  usually  somewhat  finer  textured  and  more  compact  than  the 
surface  horizon. 

Fertility  — 

Moisture  continues  to  be  the  principal  limiting  factor  in  crop  production. 
Soils  in  this  zone  are  relatively  low  in  nitrogen,  phosphorus  and  organic  matter, 
but  are  higher  in  these  constituents  than  soils  in  the  brown  zone.  Periodic 
applications  of  fertilizer  are  recommended. 

Land  Use — 

Only  the  better  soil  types  can  be  considered  arable.  The  remainder  is 
generally  good  pastureland.  Wheat  is  grown  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  crops. 
Cropping  practises  must  provide  for  conservation  of  moisture  and  control  of 
soil  drifting. 


7.  HISTORY 

Claresholm  was  named  after  the  home  of  Mrs.  Clarissa  Alma  Niblock, 
wife  of  John  Niblock,  C.P.R.  Superintendent  of  the  Medicine  Hat  - Calgary 
district  at  the  time.  The  history  of  the  town  dates  back  to  the  early  1800’s  when 
the  area  was  occupied  by  ranchers  and  vast  herds  of  cattle  roamed  the  district. 
In  1901  a large  influx  of  settlers  arrived  from  eastern  Canada  and  the  United 
States;  they  filed  homestead  leases  and  began  farming  operations.  In  1902 
Claresholm  was  marked  by  a railway  section  house  which  was  occupied  by  a 
pioneer  couple  who  served  meals  and  provided  shelter  for  the  travellers.  That 
same  year  William  Moffat  and  his  family  arrived  and  started  to  build  a com- 
munity. 

On  June  15,  1903,  Claresholm  was  incorporated  as  a village  and  on 
August  31,  1905,  it  became  a town.  Incorporation  of  the  town  was  the  last 
official  act  of  the  Northwest  Territories  Administration  in  Alberta. 

Mrs.  Louise  C.  McKinney,  one  of  the  district’s  early  settlers,  was  the  first 
woman  elected  as  a member  of  the  Provincial  Legislative  Assembly. 

From  its  beginning,  as  a village,  Claresholm  has  made  steady  progress 
in  its  development.  A school  was  erected  in  1903  and  within  a year  it  was 
necessary  to  build  a larger  one.  The  construction  of  homes,  churches  and 
business  premises  kept  pace  with  the  community’s  rapid  development. 

Water  was  installed  in  1907  when  two  water  mains  were  connected  to 
a well,  but  this  did  not  meet  the  needs  of  the  community  and  in  1911  a new 
system  was  installed. 

In  1913  an  Agricultural  College  was  established  by  the  Provincial  Gov- 
ernment. The  college  operated  until  1931  when  it  closed  and  the  building  was 
converted  into  a Provincial  Auxiliary  Mental  Hospital.  Since  then  a new 
hospital  was  built  and  the  old  building  is  now  used  for  administration  purposes. 

The  Claresholm  district  still  has  large  cattle  ranches,  but  they  are  grad- 
ually being  sold  and  divided  into  smaller  ranch  holdings. 
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8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 


Claresholm  is  the  centre  of  a prosperous  community.  The  variety  of  its 
modern  stores  and  business  establishments,  with  attractive  homes  and  tree  lined 
streets,  is  most  impressive.  The  town  is  well  planned  with  paved  main  streets 
and  gravelled  residential  roads. 

Hunting  and  fishing  are  popular  sports  in  the  district.  There  are  num- 
erous large  sloughs  and  lakes  that  provide  excellent  shooting  for  ducks  and 
geese.  Other  game  birds,  such  as  partridge,  prairie  chicken  and  pheasant  are 
available  and  trout  fishing  is  found  in  nearby  streams. 

There  are  approximately  675  business  and  residential  buildings  within 
the  town  limits.  The  average  rent  for  a modern  home  is  from  $60  to  $85  per 
month. 


9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor  elected  for  a two  year  term,  and  six 
councillors,  two  elected  each  year  for  a three  year  term.  The  secretary-treas- 
urer administers  the  affairs  of  the  town  in  accordance  with  the  policies  set  by 
the  council. 


10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

R.C.M.P.  police  the  town,  rural  area  and  highway. 

Police  Magistrate. 

Sheriff’s  Bailiff. 

Building  Regulations  - Claresholm  has  its  own  building  by-laws.  Plans 
for  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings  or  removal  of  buildings  must  be  approved 
by  council  after  which  a permit  is  issued.  Residential  buildings  must  equal 
in  value  the  buildings  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  desired  location. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Electrical  Pro- 
tection Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  Provincial  Health  Regulations. 

Gas  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Gas  Protection  Act. 

1 1 . FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  20  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment  - One  1949  500  GPM  pumper  with  500  gallon  tank,  one  1948 
500  GPM  pumper  with  1,300  gallon  tank,  one  420  GPM  trailer  pump,  2,900  feet 
of  2/2  inch  hose,  206  feet  of  1/2  inch  hose,  extension  and  roof  ladders,  5 fog 
nozzles,  axes,  crowbars,  boots,  coats,  etc. 

Water  Supply  - Water  is  obtained  from  Willow  Creek  and  pumped  into 
two  reservoirs  with  a combined  capacity  of  175,000  gallons  and  then  into  a 
100,000  gallon  elevated  tower.  There  are  40  fire  hydrants  conveniently  located 
throughout  the  town. 
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12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 


1963  Net  Assessment 

Land,  100%  of  value  $ 602,540 

Improvements,  100%  of  fair  value  2,254,970 

Power  34,180 

Gas  19,320 

Total  Assessment  $2,911,010 

Municipal  School  Hospital  Debenture  Total 

Mill  Rate  12.5  22  6 19.5  60 

13.  AREAS 

Area  of  town  - 640  acres. 

Streets,  roads  and  lanes  - 40  acres. 

Parks  and  playgrounds  - 6 acres. 

Miles  of  roads,  streets  and  lanes: 

Asphalt  Gravel  Improved  Earth  Total 

Provincial  Main  1 1 

Streets  and  Roads  10  1 11 

Lanes  2 2 4 

Total  Miles  16 

There  are  approximately  eight  miles  of  concrete  sidewalk. 


The  residential  area  features  modern  homes  with  lovely  lawns  and  gardens 
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14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 


Storm  sewers  - .80  miles. 
Sanitary  sewers  - 9 miles. 
Water  mains  - 10  miles. 


15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  to  the  town  under  a franchise  by 
Calgary  Power  Ltd. 

Domestic  Rotes 

Available  for  lighting,  heating,  cooking,  domestic  power  and  ordinary 
uses  in  private  houses  and  individual  apartments  used  exclusively  for  residential 
purposes. 

First  20  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  - $2.60  gross  minimum,  subject 
to  30c  prompt  payment  discount,  making  $2.30  net  minimum. 

All  over  20  KWH  used  per  month  - 15c  net  per  KWH. 

Discount  - 30c,  applies  on  all  bills  paid  within  discount  period. 

The  foregoing  rate  applies  where  the  maximum  demand  does  not  exceed 
five  kilowatts.  Where  the  demand  exceeds  five  kilowatts  an  additional  monthly 
demand  charge  of  50c  per  kilowatt  will  be  made. 

Connection  charge  - $1.00. 

Reconnection  charge  - $4.60. 

Commercial  Rales 

Available  for  lighting  and  general  service  in  commercial  establishments. 

First  KW  of  connected  load,  including  energy  consumption  up  to  20  KWH 
per  month  - $2.30  net. 

Each  additional  /2  KW  of  connected  load,  including  consumption  up  to  5 
KWH  per  month  - 50c. 

Next  100  KWH  per  KW  used  per  month  - 6c  net  per  KWH. 

All  additional  energy  per  KWH  used  per  month  - 2c  net  per  KWH. 

Discount  - Above  charges  are  net.  For  billing  purposes  the  net  bill 
is  increased  by  approximately  10%  (but  not  less  than  30c)  in  order  to  arrive  at 
the  gross  amount.  Bills  are  payable  net  within  10  days  of  date  rendered. 

Power  Rates 

Available  for  motors,  rectifiers,  commercial  heating  apparatus,  etc.,  in 
commercial  establishments. 

Service  charge  - Per  KVA  of  installation  (monthly  charge)  - $1.00. 

One  motor  horsepower  or  one  kilowatt  in  heating  apparatus  considered 
equal  to  one  kilovolt-ampere  (KVA). 

Energy  charge  - First  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 5c 
per  KWH. 
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Next  50  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - 3%c  per  KWH. 

All  over  100  KWH  per  month  per  KVA  of  installation  - l%c  per  KWH. 

Discount  - 10%  within  10  days,  based  on  the  dollars  of  total  bill,  with  a 
minimum  discount  of  30c  per  month. 

Minimum  charge  - $3.30  gross;  $3.00  net;  or  the  amount  of  the  service 
charge,  whichever  is  greater. 

Consumer’s  deposit  - $2.00  per  KVA  of  installation  and  not  less  than 
$6.00,  or  at  the  company’s  option,  twice  the  estimated  bill. 

Reconnection  charge  - $6.00. 


16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  Willow  Creek,  6/2  miles  west  of  the  town.  It  is 
pumped  into  a water  treatment  plant  which  treats,  clarifies,  purifies  and  softens 
the  water.  It  is  then  pumped  into  two  reservoirs  with  a combined  capacity  of 
175,000  gallons,  then  to  a 100,000  gallon  elevated  tower  and  from  there  to  the 
water  mains.  The  present  capacity  of  the  treatment  plant  is  844,000  gallons 
per  day  and  the  present  town  consumption  is  300,000  gallons  daily. 

Water  Rates 

(Domestic,  Commercial  and  Industrial) 

Base-rate  - $3.50  per  month. 

Restaurants  and  garages  - $10.00  per  month. 

Hotels  and  larger  consumers  rated  by  meter  at  46c  per  1,000  gallons. 
Users  of  large  amounts  of  water  may  obtain  rates  from  the  town  secretary. 


Water  Analysis 

Parts  per  Million 

Total  solids 

436 

Ignition  Loss 

90 

Hardness 

165 

Sulphates 

137 

Chlorides 

2 

Alkalinity 

160 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  - 

• Carbonated  lime  and  magnesium 

Nitrites 

nil 

Nitrates 

nil 

Iron 

nil 

Fluorine 

nil 

Remarks  - Chemically  this  water  is  suitable. 

17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  Canadian  Western  Natural 
Gas  Company  Limited. 
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Rate  No.  1 - General 

Available  to  all  customers. 

First  2 MCF  or  less  used  per  month  - $3.00. 

All  additional  MCF  used  per  month  - 34.5c  per  MCF. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $3.00. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date  the  charge  per 
MCF  other  than  the  first  2 MCF  shall  be  increased  by  4c  and  the  gross  rate  so 
arrived  at  shall  apply. 

Rate  No.  2 - Optional 

a)  Available  to  all  customers  whose  annual  consumption  is  more  than 
18,650  MCF. 

Fixed  charge  - $150.00  per  month. 

Plus  commodity  charge  - 25c  per  MCF. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $150.00. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge  per 
MCF  shall  be  increased  by  2c  and  the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

b)  Available  to  customers  located  adjacent  to  and  served  directly  from 
the  company’s  main  transmission  lines  serving  Calgary-Lethbridge  system  and 
whose  annual  consumption  is  more  than  200,000  MCF. 

Fixed  charge  - $650.00  per  month. 

Plus  commodity  charge  - 22c  per  MCF. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $650.00. 


Rate  No.  3 - Optional  High  Load  Factor 

a)  Available  to  customers  whose  annual  consumption  is  more  than 
10,000  MCF,  and  whose  total  consumption  during  the  six  meter  reading  periods 
ending  in  May,  June,  July,  August,  September  and  October,  is  not  less  than  40% 
of  their  total  consumption  for  the  year. 

Fixed  charge  - $20.00  per  month  plus  $1.75  per  month  per  MCF  of 
maximum  12  hour  demand. 


MCF. 


Plus  commodity  charge  - First  4,000  MCF  used  per  month  - 17c  per 


All  additional  MCF  used  per  month  - 16c  per  MCF. 
Minimum  monthly  charge  - Fixed  charge. 


b)  Available  to  customers  located  adjacent  to  and  served  directly  from 
the  company’s  main  transmission  lines  serving  the  Calgary-Lethbridge  system 
and  whose  annual  consumption  is  more  than  150,000  MCF  and  whose  total 
consumption  during  the  six  meter  reading  periods  ending  in  May,  June,  July, 
August,  September  and  October  is  not  less  than  40%  of  their  total  consumption 
for  the  year. 

Fixed  charge  - $20.00  per  month  plus  $1.00  per  month  per  MCF  of 
maximum  12  hour  demand. 
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Plus  commodity  charge  - First  75,000  MCF  used  per  month  - 17c  per 

MCF. 

All  additional  MCF  used  per  month  - 15c  per  MCF. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - Fixed  charge. 

The  maximum  12  hour  demand  shall  be  the  greatest  amount  of  gas  in 
cubic  feet  delivered  in  any  twelve  consecutive  hours  during  the  current  billing 
period  or  the  preceding  eleven  billing  periods  as  determined  by  the  company 
by  measurement.  The  maximum  12  hour  demand  of  a new  customer  of  gas 
shall  be  estimated  by  the  company. 

Provided  that  the  company  may,  with  the  approval  of  the  Public  Utilities 
Board,  take  into  consideration  in  determining  the  fixed  charge  the  effects  of  the 
customer’s  demand  for  gas  upon  the  company’s  peak  load. 

General  Conditions  Affecting  Rates  No.  2 and  3 

These  rate  schedules  are  available  only  on  annual  contract,  which  shall 
continue  from  year  to  year  thereafter  until  either  party  shall  give  to  the  other 
party,  at  least  30  days  prior  to  the  expiration  of  any  such  year,  a written  notice 
of  desire  to  terminate  same,  whereupon  at  the  expiration  of  such  year,  it  shall 
cease  and  determine. 


18.  L.P.  GAS 

Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60°  F. 
100  lb.  cylinders  - $7.50. 

Bulk  - 17c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 1,000  gallons. 


Claresholm's  Post  Office  and  Clinic  buildings 


19.  DIESEL  FUEL 


Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°  F. 

Winter  grade  - 18.9c  per  gallon. 

Summer  grade  - 17.8c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 156,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Coal  is  secured  from  the  Lethbridge  mines.  No  coal  is  used  in  the  town. 

Lump  Egg  Stoker 

Rates  per  ton  delivered  $13.50  $12.50  $11.50 


21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Wheat,  coarse  grains,  registered  seed,  flax  grass,  Russian  rye  grass,  mus- 
tard, dairy  products,  poultry  products,  cattle,  vegetable,  honey,  gas  and  oil, 
sand  and  gravel. 


22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal  - Post  Office,  R.C.M.P.  detachment. 

Provincial  - Alberta  Government  Telephone,  District  Agriculturist,  Home 
Economist,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Fish  and  Game  Inspector,  Liquor  Vendor, 
Coroner,  Police  Magistrate,  Sheriff’s  Bailiff,  Provincial  Treasury  Branch. 

Municipal  - Municipal  District  of  Willow  Creek  Shop,  Fire  Hall,  Town 
Hall  housing  (Council  Chamber,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Utilities  Supervisor,  Town 
Engineer,  Building  Inspector,  Public  Library,  R.C.M.P.  Police  Barracks). 


23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Claresholm  Municipal  Hospital  is  fully  modern  and  contains  42  beds 
and  8 bassinets.  The  staff  consists  of  a matron,  1 supervisor,  11  graduate  nurses, 
and  10  nurses’  aides. 

Public  ward  rates  per  day:  Residents  $1.60;  Non  residents  $11.50. 

The  Willow  Creek  Chronic  Hospital  is  operated  by  the  Municipal  District 
of  Willow  Creek  and  the  town  of  Claresholm.  Operating  costs  are  shared. 
There  are  30  beds  in  the  hospital. 

The  Chinook  Health  Unit  calls  monthly  examining  pre-school  and  school 
children. 

Other  Services  - 4 doctors,  1 dentist,  1 veterinarian,  Guidance  Clinic 
(makes  calls  on  request),  1 optometrist,  2 drug  stores,  1 ambulance. 
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24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 


Accountant  1 

Barber  Shops  4 

Barristers  2 

Beauty  Parlors  2 

Funeral  Parlor  1 

Watch  Repairs  1 


25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  - dayliner  three  times  weekly  each  way,  Cal- 
gary - Fort  Macleod  via  Claresholm. 

Greyhound  Bus  Lines  - six  buses  daily  north  and  south. 

Truck  - daily  service  to  Calgary  and  Lethbridge. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Claresholm  Local  Press  (weekly). 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Canadian  Pacific  Telegraph,  Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Post  Office. 

Nearest  Radio  Stations  - Lethbridge  (CHEC,  CJOC),  Calgary  (CFAC, 
CFCN,  CKXL,  CHFM-FM). 

Nearest  Television  Stations  - Lethbridge  (CJLH),  Calgarv  (CFCN, 
CHCT). 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Bank  of  Montreal,  Canadian  Imperial  Bank  of  Commerce,  Alberta  Treas- 
ury Branch. 


HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms 

Rates 

Licensed 

Bell 

34 

$3.25  up 

yes 

Jolly  Roger 

45 

$3.00  up 

yes 

MOTELS 

No.  of  Units 

Grade 

Rates 

Bluebird  Motel 

10 

4 star 

$4.00  up 

Chinook  Cabins 

6 

3 star 

$4.00  up 

Camp  Site 
Town  Park 

10 


31.  CHURCHES 


Anglican,  United,  Roman  Catholic,  Pentecostal,  Church  of  Nazarene, 
Norwegian  Lutheran,  St.  Peter’s  English  Lutheran,  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter  Day  Saints. 

32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Masonic,  Eastern  Star,  Rebekahs,  I.O.O.F.,  Sons  of  Norway,  Rotary, 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  Claresholm  Men’s  Club,  Canadian  Legion,  Women’s 
Auxiliary  Canadian  Legion. 


33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Stampede  and  Fair  Association,  Agricultural  Association,  Red  Cross 
Society,  Community  Chest,  Handicraft  Guild,  Fish  and  Game  Association,  Dis- 
trict Ministerial  Association,  Farmers  Union  of  Alberta,  Home  and  School  Asso- 
ciation, Alberta  Teachers  Association,  Registered  Cattle  Breeders’  Association. 


34.  EDUCATION 

The  Claresholm  School  District  No.  764  is  a unit  of  the  Macleod  School 
Division  No.  28.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional 
subjects:  Typing,  Art,  Industrial  Art,  Oral  French,  Business  Fundamentals, 

Bookkeeping,  Music,  Drama,  Farm  and  Home  Mechanics,  Shop,  Home  Econ- 
omics. 

There  is  a Students’  Library. 

The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Grade 

No.  of 

Teachers 

No.  of  Pupils 

Elementary 

1 - 6 

14 

398 

Junior  High 

7-  9 

8 

201 

High 

10-12 

6 

137 

THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Drive-In  Theatre 

Rex  Theatre 

350 

no 

no 

Recreation  Hall 

300 

yes 

yes 

Legion  Hall 

250 

yes 

yes 

Men’s  Club 

70 

no 

no 

36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Claresholm  Municipal  Library  is  sponsored  by  the  municipality,  Pro- 
vincial Government  Grant  and  membership  fees.  The  Library  is  open  every 
Tuesday  from  2 to  5 p.m.  and  Saturday  from  2 to  5 p.m.  and  7 to  9 p.m.  There 
are  approximately  4898  volumes  in  the  Library. 


ll 


The  Handicraft  Guild  is  well  supported  and  gives  instructions  to  the 
hospital  patients.  They  also  sponsor  a display  of  local  handicrafts  where  they 
sell  their  crafts. 

The  town  hires  a part-time  recreation  director  who  is  responsible  for 
activities  for  both  young  and  old.  The  young  people  have  obtained  several 
trophies  in  the  Provincial  Drama  Festival. 

There  are  five  music  teachers  in  the  town. 


37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  - Wolf  Cubs,  Scouts,  Trail  Rangers,  Air  Cadets,  Junior  Golf  Club, 
4-H  Club. 

Girls  - C.G.I.T.,  Brownies,  Guides,  Junior  Auxiliary,  Glee  Club,  4-H  Club. 

38.  SPORTS 

Curling,  tennis,  swimming,  bowling,  badminton,  hockey,  skating,  baseball, 
softball,  golf,  roping,  lawn  bowling,  boating  and  water  skiing. 

Facilities  - Covered  curling  rink  (three  sheets  artificial  ice),  2 tennis 
courts,  9 hole  golf  course  (sand  greens),  arena  (artificial  ice),  heated  swimming 
pool,  baseball  diamond,  bowling  alley,  bowling  green,  open  air  skating  rink, 
stampede  and  fair  grounds,  sports  ground,  school  playgrounds. 

Clear  Lake,  located  10  miles  northwest  of  the  town,  provides  the  residents 
with  good  boating  and  water  skiing. 


The  Hospital  is  located  in  a beautifully  shaded  location 
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39.  FAIRS 


The  Rodeo  and  Fair  is  sponsored  jointly  by  the  towns  of  Fort  Macleod 
and  Claresholm  and  is  held  at  the  alternative  town  each  year. 


40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

A Bronze  Plaque  to  honour  Mrs.  Louise  McKinney,  first  woman  member 
of  the  legislature.  Cenotaph  to  War  Dead  of  1914  to  1918  and  1939  to  1945. 

41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  United  Grain  Growers,  Alberta  Poultry  Producers, 
United  Farmers  Association,  Maple  Leaf  Petroleum  Products,  Claresholm  Credit 
Union. 


42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Accountant  

Ambulance  

i 



Groceries  

6 — 



6 

l 

— . — 

— 

Hardware  Stores  

5 — 



5 

Auctioneer  

l 

— — 

— 

Hotels  

2 — 





Auto  Body  Repairs  .. 

2 

— — 

— 

Implements  (farm)  .... 

8 — 



8 

Bakery  

1 

l l 

1 

Insurance  & Real  Estate 

2 — 





Banks  

3 

Jewellers 

1 — 

Barber  Shops  

4 





— 

1 

Barristers  

2 





Lumber  Yards  

3 — 

3 

3 

Bowling  Alley  

1 





Mail  Order  Office  .... 

1 — 

— 

1 

Butchers  

2 

. 

2 

Masseur  

1 _ 



_ 

Building  Contractor  .... 

4 

— — 

Milk  Distributor  

1 — 

1 

1 

Building  Supplies  .... 

3 

— 3 

3 

Motels  

2 — 

— 

. — 

Blacksmith  

2 

2 — 

2 

Naturopath  

1 — 

— 

— 

Cartage  Delivery  .... 

2 

— — 

— 

Optometrist  

1 — 

— 

— 

Clothing  (children’s) 

1 

— — 

1 

Oil  Distributor  

6 — 

6 

— 

Clothing  (men’s)  .... 

2 

— — 

2 

Painters  & Decorators 

5 — 

— 

— 

Clothing  (women’s)  .. 

1 

— — 

1 

Plumbers 

3 — 

— 

— 

Coal  Dealer  

2 

— 2 

2 

Pool  Room  .... 

1 — 

. — 

. — 

Coin  Laundry  

1 

— — 

— 

Printer  

1 1 

1 

1 

Cold  Storage  Locker 

1 

— — 

1 

Propane  Distributor 

1 — 

1 

1 

Creamery 

1 

1 1 

1 

Radiator  Repairs 

1 1 

— 

1 

Dentist  

1 

— — 

— 

Radio  & 

Doctors  

4 

— — 

— 

Television  Repairs 

3 — 

— 

3 

Drug  Store  

2 

— — 

2 

Restaurants  

8 — 

— 

— 

Dry  Cleaners 

1 

1 — 

1 

Shoe  Repairs  

1 — 

— 

1 

Egg  Grading  Station 

1 

— 1 

1 

Sign  Writer  

1 1 

— 

1 

Electrical  Appliances 

2 

— — 

2 

Tailor  Shop  

1 1 

— 

1 

Electrical  Contractor 

2 

— — 

— 

Theatre  

1 — 

— 

— 

Flour  & Feed  Mill  .. 

1 

1 1 

— 

Tinsmith  

1 1 

. — 

1 

Funeral  Parlor  

1 

— — 

— 

Trailer  Park 

1 — 

. — 

— 

Furniture 

1 

— — 

1 

Variety  Store 

1 — 

— 

1 

Garage  & 

Veterinarian  

1 — 

. — 

. — 

Service  Stations 

....  13 

— — 

13 

Vulcanizing  

1 1 

— 

1 

General  Store  

1 

— — 

1 

Welding  & 

Grain  Elevators  

7 

(Total  cap. 

Machine  Shop  .... 

1 1 

— 

1 

650,000  bushels) 

Woodworking  

3 3 

— 

3 

T3 


43.  SITES 


The  town  owns  several  excellent  industrial  and  residential  sites  that  can 
be  purchased  at  reasonable  prices. 

44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  main  industries  in  the  district  are  farming  and  ranching.  Claresholm 
was  the  first  town  in  Alberta  to  ship  more  than  one  million  bushels  of  wheat 
in  one  year.  A great  number  of  cattle  are  also  shipped  out  every  year.  The 
Burton  and  Streeter  Ranch  was  the  first  in  the  province  to  raise  Brahma  Bulls 
and  Orrin  Hart  purchased  the  first  Dun  Galloway  cattle  in  the  province.  The 
town  also  serves  the  cattle  ranching  district  in  the  foothills  towards  the  west. 
The  farms  average  in  excess  of  1,000  acres  and  are  highly  specialized.  In  the 
region  devoted  to  grain  production,  75%  of  farm  cash  income  is  obtained  through 
the  sale  of  grain  — principally  wheat.  A high  percentage  of  farm  cash  income 
earned  in  the  area  occupied  by  ranchers  comes  from  cattle  receipts. 

Approximately  76%  of  the  farms  are  electrified. 

Watson  Industries,  manufacturers  of  mobile  homes  and  trailers,  is  one 
of  the  main  industries  in  the  district,  employing  from  30  to  70  people,  depend- 
ing on  the  market. 

One  of  the  most  modern  restaurants  operates  on  a farm  5/2  miles  north- 
west of  the  town.  Smorgasbord  style  meals  are  prepared  for  local  residents 
and  visitors  to  enjoy. 

45.  TRADING  AREA 

North  - 10  miles;  West  - 30  miles;  South  - 10  miles;  East  - 15  miles. 

46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 4,222. 

Town  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 2,143. 
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